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on the banks of Newfoundland, contested the right
Matters in °^ t^e English to cut logwood in Honduras,
dispute and demanded the demolition of settlements
England they had erected there. All these matters
and Spam. were under consideration, except the second,
which England flatly denied, and in any case they were
hardly important enough to induce a power like Spain,
with possessions far larger than the means of defending
them, to run the risks of a war with England at a
moment when the latter had become the mistress of the
seas. The proffered restitution of Minorca, the hope
of recovering Gibraltar, sympathy with the misfortunes
Motives of °f a near kinsman> and the natural fear lest
Charles in. the aggrandisement of England should prove
a permanent danger to his own colonies, must un-
doubtedly have weighed heavily with the King of Spain,
but it is said that personal considerations weighed more
heavily still, and that he sought war with England in
revenge for an insult offered to him nearly twenty years
before.
In 1742, Charles, being King of the Two Sicilies,
joined the coalition against Maria Theresa, whereupon an
Commodore English squadron appeared before Naples, and
Martin. its commander, Commodore Martin, demanded
in peremptory terms the withdrawal of the king's troops
and his signature to a treaty of neutrality. Placing his
watch on the table, the commodore declared that he
would bombard the place unless the treaty was signed
within an hour. Charles had no choice but to comply,
but the affront inspired him with a deadly hatred of the
English, and it is said that that hatred was the cause of
the Family Compact.
The terms of the treaty were kept studiously secret,
but the two Courts took no pains to conceal the fact that
they were acting in concert, and on July 15, a month

